
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             February 17, 2019 
  
ORDINARY  TIME - SIXTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 179 [God Is My Strong Salvation] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, there are times when my interior life is so 
troubled, or conflicted, or distressed that I am unable to cope.  I 
am easily undone or unraveled and am sometimes immobilized by 
my feelings and emotions.  I instinctively ascribe such times to a 
fault or flaw in myself and go searching for the cause so I can 
correct it.  My efforts to correct what I think is wrong intensify the 
distress I am under and make everything worse.  My life would be 
easier if I could believe that while the distress is in me, it is not of 
me.  It is of your making in that you are seeking to connect me to 
something that troubles me which I cannot yet get my mind 
around. What troubles me is not my fault; nor is my being 
troubled my fault.  In fact, fault has nothing to do with what I am 
experiencing because what I am experiencing is your efforts to 
make me aware of a component of my life with which I need to be 
more familiar, and about which I need greater understanding.  
Somehow, I learned that my being distressed is as error I caused 
rather than an enlightenment you are orchestrating for my 
wellbeing.  Help me to let go of the former and to trust the latter. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 6:17-26 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 172 [My Shepherd Will Supply My Need] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 191 [God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:30  Lunch 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for February 24, 2019 
Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 

1 Corinthians 15: 35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
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Ordinary Time, 6th Sunday after Epiphany - Luke 6:17-26 
 God is an activity that interacts with us, an activity that can be viewed 
in three different ways. Each way of viewing God highlights a particular 
aspect of the activity which God is. The basic way of viewing God 
emphasizes the activities whereby God nurtures, sustains and supports us. 
These activities are the cognitive functions that make our life human: 
thinking, feeling, memory, learning, perception, intuition, problem-
solving, imagination, etc. Part of the way God interacts with us is by 
initiating, developing and maintaining these processes so that we can use 
them to live well. 
 However, when these processes do not work effectively, a second way 
that God interacts with us is available to change that. Using a modern idea 
to explain what this aspect of God does with us: God uploads material 
from our unconscious mind into our conscious mind and lodges it in our 
awareness so that we can explore and examine it and come to understand 
what inhibits us from effectively engaging what our life has brought us. 
 As we become aware of what inhibits our living effectively, a third way 
God interacts with us helps us assimilate and integrate what has been 
uploaded. Our cognitive abilities are used to help us comprehend the 
internal realities that come from our past and continue to impact us and 
shape us in the present. We eventually are given a more adequate 
understanding of the person we are and a more functional way to live that 
brings more life. 
 The advantage of thinking of God in this way is that it allows us to 
recognize the presence of God in any situation of our life. When life is 
working well and we are functioning effectively, we are able to see the 
effects of the first way God interacts with us. When we are stumbling, and 
our ability to function is disrupted and compromised, we are able to see 
the effects of the second- and third-ways God interacts with us: God 
uploads the internal conflicts that disturb our functioning and unpacks 
them with us, providing us the tools to allow us to live more effectively. 
 We are fortunate when we are able to perceive these different ways 
God interacts with us, for they provide a redemptive context in which to 
hold the disrupted times in our life, which makes those times easier to 
traverse. Without such a context we fall back onto our usual moralistic 
frame of mind where the disrupted times are seen as our fault and 
something we have to correct rather than as an instance of God’s 
redeeming us. The grief that comes when we have no such context is, I 
believe, God’s attempt to induce us to look elsewhere than our own 
efforts to make our life more effective and fulfilling. 

[Jim Robie, 2-15-19] 
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Ordinary Time, 6th Sunday after Epiphany, Cycle C, Luke 6:17-26 
 We will begin with a concept about God and what God does. We 
have all grown up in a culture where God does less and less, and 
the emphasis is on what we are to do in order to achieve what God 
values. But, in other times, God was understood to be in the lead 
position in the dance of life, and we were in the follow position. I 
believe that this idea that God does less and less is what the “God 
is Dead” writers were seeking to illuminate decades ago. God’s 
demise corresponds with the emergence of the idea that the 
internal world is not real, which is another characteristic of the 
culture in which we live. To most people, the internal world is not 
real; it is something to overcome or ignore as we focus on the 
external world and how to make it better or different. For example, 
we do not expect that we would change anything about our 
external life because of something we discovered in our internal 
life; we expect to, and work to, get the internal out of the way. If 
we feel depressed, or anxious, or worried, or are frenzied and 
hyper, we take something or do something to alter our “mood,” 
rather than take how we are to be an indicator of a needed change 
in the way we live that should to be taken seriously. What follows 
is an attempt to provide a way to understand how God actually is 
in the lead position in the dance of life. 
 It is in our internal world that the activity which God is can be 
most easily and readily perceived. Traditionally, the Biblical God is 
what works to bring “redemption” and “salvation” to us. These two 
words refer to 1) recovering (that is, bringing to awareness) 
elements of our life that have been lost to us (like memories of and 
experiences in our past which have shaped us), and by doing so 2) 
keeping us safe from wearing out by the constant effort we make 
to actualize an image of ourselves which we want to be true or 
believe we have to make true, yet which is only partially true. In 
order to redeem and save us, God interacts with our interior: God 
brings us insights, expands our awareness, heightens our 
perceptions, and increases our sensitivity, all related to our own 
internal life. A better way to say this is: God uploads material from 
our unconscious into consciousness, thereby increasing our self-
awareness and making us more conscious of the person we actually 

are as compared to the person we want to be or think we should 
be. 
 Our experience of this work which God does is that our normal 
life is disrupted by the insights and perceptions which intrude into 
our awareness. These intrusions come in the form of things like 
thoughts, feelings, images, memories, and experiences which 
disclose material from our unconscious, elements of our past which 
continue to influence us in the present, the awareness of which 
impedes our ability to inhabit the roles and routines which we 
internalized growing up and constitute our life in the present. So, in 
pursuit of our having greater integrity and congruence as adults, 
God disrupts the necessary compromises which were made as we 
grew up by making it so that we cannot continue to embody them 
so automatically. Our normal way of living is compromised by what 
emerges into consciousness from our unconscious. 
 Mostly, we are not taught to think of God this way. We are taught 
that God will help us have the life we want or learned we should 
have, and that we need to maintain our focus on the life we want 
or learned we should have and ask God to help us achieve it. What 
if God were more proactive than that? What if God were 
continuously nudging is toward neither the life we want nor the life 
we were taught we should have, but toward the life we actually 
have, and was encouraging us to discover that life by taking 
seriously the thoughts, feelings, images, perceptions, etc. that 
inhibit us from moving directly toward the life we want or were 
taught we should have. If this were the case, the disruptions that 
we think of as problems that need to be solved or flaws that need 
to be corrected would become invitations to explore a different life 
than the one we imagine or inherited. 
 If we think of God as disrupting our normal life as the way to 
heighten our aliveness and increase the depth of our life, then 
today’s text begins to make a great deal of sense. Indeed, “blessed” 
(the Greek is “fortunate” or “well off”) are the “poor” (the figurative 
meaning of the Greek word is “distressed”), i.e. those whose lives 
have been interrupted by the uploading of the unconscious, 
because they are experiencing the influence of God (one’s kingdom 
is the place where one has influence). How fortunate are those who 



are “hungry” (the Greek word means “famished” or figuratively 
“crave”) for this influence of God, because they will be “filled” (the 
Greek word means “gorged, supplied in abundance”). How 
fortunate are those who “weep” (the Greek word means “sob, wail 
out loud”) because they will “laugh” (the Greek word means “to 
laugh as a sign of joy or satisfaction”). How fortunate are those 
whom others “hate” (the Greek word means to “detest, persecute, 
love less”), “exclude” (the Greek word means “to set off by 
boundaries”), “revile” (the Greek word means “to defame, rail at, 
chide”), and defame (the Greek word means “to eject, cast out your 
name as evil”) on account of these changes that are occurring in 
them (the Son of Man is the myth figure that ushers in change). 
“Rejoice” (the Greek word means “to be cheerful or calmly happy”) 
and “jump” (for joy) for your reward is “great” (the Greek word 
means “largest possible”) because you are being treated the way 
true prophets have been treated in the past. 
 But, “woe” (the Greek word means “grief”) to those who are 
“rich” (the Greek word means “abounding with” [the way of life 
they inherited]) for they have grown too accustomed to the 
accolades they get from their peers and will miss the fulfillment 
that comes from the uploading of the unconscious. Woe/grief to 
those who are “full” (the Greek word means “filled by, satisfied by” 
[the life they inherited]) for they will be “hungry” [will begin to 
crave] more. Woe/grief will come to those who are “laughing,” for 
they will begin to grieve and sob out loud [as the uploading of the 
unconscious erodes their enjoyment]. Woe/grief to those about 
whom others speak “well,” for that is how people speak of false 
prophets. 
 When we begin to be enriched by what the uploading of our 
unconscious discloses to us, we will seek to hear it or touch it 
because we realize that the uploading which God is orchestrating 
is an attempt to care for us, and we realize that through these 
disclosures God is paying close attention to whatever we look upon 
as plaguing and harassing us. [This sentence is an elaboration of the 
ideas in the words “heal” and “cure” found in verses 18 and 19.] 

 [Jim Robie, 2-15-19, Ordinary Time, Cycle C, 6th after Epiphany, Luke 6:17-26] 


